GARDEN TIPS FOR APRIL
[image: image1.wmf]When doing your spring clean-up, keep a watchful eye out for resprouting perennials. Tread lightly! 

[image: image2.wmf]Scatter annual poppy seeds in the borders or wherever you want them to grow. Seeds of other annuals that can be planted directly can be done as soon as the danger of frost has past. 

[image: image3.wmf]Clematis paniculata may be cut down almost to the ground. It will make rapid growth and will flower again in the fall. 

[image: image4.wmf]There is no better time to divide perennials than when they first start growing in spring. Dig the entire clump up and use your hands to feel where the plant can or cannot be split. Use of a knife to assist in the splitting may be necessary on tougher, woodier perennials. When replanting the new clumps, make sure to add organic matter to the hole, which will give the new roots a healthy start. 

[image: image5.wmf]The pruning of roses should be completed as soon as possible, cutting back to live wood and cutting the stems even more if a smaller quantity but better quality of flowers is preferred. Comparatively light pruning will create a profusion of smaller blooms instead. 

[image: image6.wmf]Set out pansy plants as soon as the ground is ready. They will flower continuously if the old blossoms are kept picked. 

[image: image7.wmf]Perennials, roses and other shrubs can all use an application of a 5-10-5 organic fertilizer to give them a jumpstart for spring. 

[image: image8.wmf]As soon as the weather is settled, cabbage, broccoli, lettuce, and cauliflower can be planted in the garden. 

[image: image9.wmf]Hydrangeas, buddleias, and other late flowering shrubs may be cut back to produce a new flush of growth. These plants flower on new wood and do not produce as well on older wood. 

[image: image10.wmf]Lilacs, as well as clematis, like a sweet soil, so an application of lime along with your application of 5-10-5 fertilizer can be made now. 

[image: image11.wmf]Early blooming shrubs can be pruned after they have ceased flowering. 

[image: image12.wmf]It is wiser to attack weeds as soon as they appear. They can be eradicated much easier now than when the have become established. 

[image: image13.wmf]Now is a good time to have your soil tested for pH and soil nutrient values. This will serve as a blueprint for your fertilizer and lime needs for the upcoming year.

